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STRANGELY WARMED 
 

“Therefore, since we have been justified,  
through faith, we have peace with God  

through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  
Romans 5:1 

 
REFLECTION 
 
24th May is the date we commemorate the life-
transforming experience of John Wesley. He was 
attending a gathering at Aldersgate Street, London, 
and heard someone reading Luther’s preface to the 
Epistle of Romans. In his journal, he recorded “that 
while he was describing the change which God works 
in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart 
strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ 
alone for salvation...” 
 
Most Methodists would say that the Aldersgate event 
was an important turning point in the life of John 
Wesley. He was the 15th child of Samuel Wesley and his 
wife, Susanna. He grew up in a family where every 
child was exposed to the Christian faith and 
immersed in Christian teachings and spiritual 
disciplines. That is to be expected. After all Samuel 
Wesley was an Anglican priest and Susanna Wesley 
was a well-informed and devout Christian mother. 
 
John Wesley was a member of the Holy Club in Oxford 
when he was there pursuing his university education. 
He even went over to Georgia, America as a 
missionary only to return to England having failed in 
his missionary works.  
 
As someone with such strong Christian family 
background and being active in Christian works, one 
might have assumed that John Wesley would have 
been a spiritually mature and confident Christian. But 
that was not the case. He had his crisis of faith and 
personal struggles.  
 
It was through his encounter with a group of 
Moravian Christians that led him to explore his faith 
deeper. He had witnessed the calm and peaceful 
behaviour of the Moravians when the ship they were 
travelling in, met with a fierce storm while crossing 
the Atlantic Ocean. Others were in panic, but the 
Moravians were at peace.  
 
At the Moravian meeting on the night of 24th May, at 
Aldersgate Street, John Wesley’s spiritual eyes were 
opened. He understood that the Christian faith is a 
response to God by faith. It is faith in God that enables 
us to receive God’s gift of salvation and frees us from 
futile human effort in trying to gain favour from Him. 
As Paul says in Ephesians 2:8, “For it is by grace that 

you have been saved through faith – and this is not 
from yourselves, it is a gift from God.” 
 
In today’s text, we are reminded that it is through faith 
that we can receive and enjoy the peace which God 
alone can give. May you find salvation and peace from 
God by responding to Him in faith, so that you too will 
have your heart-warming and life-transforming 
experience. 
 
PRAYER 
“Our loving, heavenly Father, grant us more faith in 
You and in Your goodness. Help us to build our 
spiritual life, not depending on human endeavours 
but by exercising deeper faith in You, so that we will 
be able to receive Your salvation and peace. In the 
name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
SUPPLICATION 
• Thank God for the gift of salvation which we can 

obtain by faith. Pray for more people to discover 
this generous gift of God. May more people 
respond with open hands and heart to accept this 
gift with thanksgivings. 

 
• Ask God for protection from Covid-19 and its 

variants, now that restrictions have been lifted and 
social gatherings and travels made easy. 

 
• Pray for Christians to grow in knowledge, 

faithfulness, the fear of the Lord and love for God. 
Ask God to give us courage to say no to 
temptations which might pull us away from 
following His way. 

 
• Keep in prayer those who are sick or who may be 

going through hard times because of loss of job, 
mental stress, relationship problem. Pray for 
healing, job security, and restoration of 
relationship. 
 

 
“He breaks the power of cancelled sins, 

He sets the prisoners free. 
His blood can make the foulest clean; 

His blood availed for me.” 
Charles Wesley 

 
 

 
If you need any prayer or pastoral care support, 

kindly contact the pastoral care team via: 
Email: wecare@brmc.org.sg  

Contact: 6592 4011 
 


