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WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS

“Greater love has no one than this: 
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” 
John 15:13

REFLECTION
This verse must be read together with John 3:16 ––
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 
The Actor in this cosmic drama is God. The Act is love. 

How does one understand love? Death. Strange as this might sound, it is true. Every act of love requires some form of death by the lover. When a parent stays up the whole night to nurse a cranky newborn, his body dies a little from lack of sleep––the next day at work suffers from a lack of life as he walks around like a zombie. When a girl saves up for a year to buy her boyfriend the iPhone that he has always wanted, her own wishes (and bank account) die for a season so that her lover can be happy. In the same way, we are reminded today that we have a friend who treasures our life so much that he is willing to give up his for us. Why would a “friend” do this for us? Because this friend is no ordinary being: he is also Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He is Love (1 John 4:16).

PRAYER
Our Father, who is also our Friend, help us to open our hearts to you always. Teach me how to be a friend to You, to share my deepest fears, my strongest desires, my craziest hopes. Remind me constantly that Your greatest disappointment results not from my weaknesses and my sins, but from my lack of trust ––that You actually do love me despite my failings. Amen.




















SUPPLICATION
· Pray for our world, that the uncertainties brought about by war and pandemic will cause people to consider the fragility of life and their need for a Saviour.
· Pray for our country, that as a nation we will choose eternity over economy, compassion over comfort, and humility over self-sufficiency.
· Pray for our church, BRMC, that we will heed the call of discipleship. May we rediscover the joy of following Jesus wholeheartedly, and experience the reward of dying for our divine Friend.

What a friend we have in Jesus, 
all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry 
everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit, 
O what needless pain we bear,
all because we do not carry 
everything to God in prayer!

Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged; 
take it to the Lord in prayer!
Can we find a friend so faithful 
who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness;
take it to the Lord in prayer!

Joseph Medlicott Scriven (1855)

If you need any prayer or pastoral care support, kindly contact the pastoral care team via:
Email: wecare@brmc.org.sg	
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